Materials JOT the Life of Shakespeare                 31

whether there are any reliable  facts about him  it is

"V                                                                                                                                                             J

advisable to record some of them.

On the 18th April, 15*93, his first poem, Venus and
Adonis, was entered for publication in the Stationers5
Register, and soon afterwards printed, with a dedication
to Henry Wriothesly, Earl of Southampton:

Right Honourable,

I know not how I shall offend in dedicating my un-
polished lines to your lordship, nor how the world will
censure me for choosing so strong a prop to support so weak
a burden: only, if your honour seem but pleased, I account
myself highly praised, and vow to take advantage of all idle
hours, till I have honoured you with some graver labour. But
if the first heir of my invention prove deformed, I shall be
sorry it had so noble a godfather, and never after ear so
barren a land, for fear it yield me still so bad a harvest. I leave
it to your honourable survey, and your honour to your heart's
content; which I wish may always answer your own wish
and the world's hopeful expectation.

Your honour's in all duty,

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

The poem was immediately popular, and during the next
few years was reprinted nine times. It was much praised,
and established Shakespeare's reputation as a poet.

There was very little playing throughout 15:93, for a
particularly bad outbreak of the plague occurred. The
theatres were shut up and the players went on tour. On
the 9th May, 1^94, Shakespeare's second poem, the Rape
of Lucrece, was published. This also was dedicated to the
of Southampton, but in far warmer terms: